Il8                     ENTERTAINING GANDHI
way across two continents Into the minds of us East
Enders3 but It has arrived and kindled a spark that was
already there. How often have I watched a quiet,
wise, Bow mother listen while her men-folk were
discussing foreign affairs, or reading from the even-
ing paper details of some new development in our
Imperial expansion or some quietly enacted annexa-
tion. The careful camouflage of the Press has not
been wholly -successful; the men mutter the useful
word, " Exploitation *5; but the woman expresses
herself in a phrase more personal and concrete^
characteristic of herself. cc I reckon England's
greedy," she murmurs ruminatively. She makes
this pronouncement in a tone so low and unas-
sertive as to be unheeded by the powers that be5
but her summing-up of the situation is perhaps
destined to build the bridge that must link East
and West if civilisation is to be saved.
Up to now, much of the spiritual searching of the
East has been unpractical. Only since Gandhi's
advent has their religion come right down into
the maelstrom of politics and shaped a national
programme.
Up til now, the international problems of the
Wot have been uasolvable.   Only since the advent
of women in public affairs, have elections been fought
a programme that is based on the Sermon on
the Mount.
The great contribution that India has to make to
the          nations of the world is reEgious, to bring
politics.
**         is a               of rebellion," says Gandhi